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provided by the raised access

flooring but does involve a high level

of monitoring during the design and

installation of the flooring. Parts of

the floor void are used to provide a

Plenum through which the air is

passed before re-entering the

structure through strategically placed

floor vents. 

It is of course vitally important

that both the system itself and the

floor panels are airtight so they were

fitted with neoprene seals to

minimise any air leakage which

might compromise the ventilation

performance. The system is subject

to pressure testing at various stages

in construction but it is also

paramount that the supports are

strategically placed and the boards

above them do not flex. Any

movement could damage the seals

within the support boards or indeed

the flooring finish itself. 

As part of the sustainability

focussed design the WWF HQ uses

cowls within the roof system to draw

in air and the flooring system to re-

distribute it. 

ACOUSTIC INSULATION
The Living Planet Centre has a

mezzanine floor around the edge of

the building leaving the central

section clear which allows the roof-

lights to illuminate both the

mezzanine and the ground floor. The

mezzanine floor also features the

Mero Raised Access Floor System

with a similar void for services and

ventilation. This was designed to

counteract both vibration and any

sound which may pass through the

structure. In both cases the steel

pedestals support a steel framed

floor panel system keeping the

structure rigid to avoid

compromising the acoustics, thermal

insulation or the ventilation.

SUSTAINABILITY
Working with an organisation such

as the WWF, the brief was always

going to be sustainability lead. The

flooring system met, or indeed

exceeded, the brief both in its

component sourcing in addition to

some of the floor coverings used as

part of the flooring package. 

The adjustable support pedestals

contain a percentage of recycled

content within the components and

the two types of floor panels were

chipboard or calcium sulphate, both

of which feature high levels of

recycled content within their

composite construction. 

All of the timber content was

sourced by MERO-SCHMIDLIN via

a fully certified Forest Stewardship

Council supplier under FSC

Guidelines and a full FSC Chain of

Custody certification provided. This

was a pre-requisite at tender stage and

was monitored by Willmott Dixon

during the whole construction process. 

The building has a variety of floor

coverings to suit the needs of

particular areas and much of the

reception zone has a Strata Italian

Merazzo composite ceramic type tile

which has very high levels of

recycled material and was factory

applied by MERO-SCHMIDLIN.

The WWF has been very
cooperative in helping promote their
new HQ in the hope that readers will
go onto their website to see the
fantastic work they carry out all over
the world. Please visit the WWF
website to see how you can help. 
www.wwf.org

www.mero-schmidlin.com

www.hopkins.co.uk

www.willmottdixongroup.co.uk

SUSTAINABLE SOURCES

The commitment by WWF was to ensure resources used in the
building came from sustainable sources resulting in Willmott Dixon
issuing the following statistics:
80% of aggregates by volume throughout the construction were recycled
98.9% of building elements classed as being responsibly sourced by the BRE
99% of construction waste diverted from landfill
42% reduction in embodied carbon of materials through design and
procurement choices

The mezzanine floor
features the Mero Raised

Access Floor System

Learn more about the 
WWF and its work at
www.wwf.org
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