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THE TOWN CENTRE SITE
The planning consent for the project

was for it to be sited in Woking town

centre, enabling staff to use the most

sustainable modes of transport to

reach the premises. The challenge to

the designers was that the existing

municipal car park on the site needed

to be retailed and any building would

need to be constructed to 'bridge' the

car park. Whilst this has been

achieved very successfully from an

aesthetic perspective it required a

high degree of specialist design input

from the MERO-SCHMIDLIN  UK

design team, the consultants and

architects in addition to the Main

Contractor’s Willmott Dixon.

COLD BRIDGING
With a fair faced concrete plinth

being formed around the car park it

enabled very cool air to lay beneath

the building and as such 'cold-

bridging' was an obvious concern

that had to be addressed within the

floor package design. One of the

benefits of a quality raised access

floor system is that it creates a very

adaptable void which can hide a

multiple of building service

equipment whilst allowing vital

components to be attended to with

a minimum of disruption for

servicing or repair. 

The Cold Bridging was

particularly important as the void

beneath the floor was also being

used as part of a natural air

distribution and ventilation system.

Having carried out the necessary

thermal loss calculations, a bespoke

insulation build up was integrated

into the raised access flooring

system taking into account its

position within the building and its

eventual floor covering. 

The Concrete Floor Slab was

covered with a waterproof

membrane over which a rigid

insulation slab was added further

topped by a vapour barrier and

finished off with a cementitious

board system robust enough to take

the weight of the mechanically fixed

recycled steel pedestals supporting

the floor surface.

As Neil Burrows sales Manager

of MERO-SCHMIDLIN (UK)

Raised Access Floor Division

explains, having a car park beneath

the building presented several

challenges: “The void presented

several thermal insulation issues and

the use of calcium sulphate hollow

floorboard laid onto the insulation as

part of the Raised Access Flooring

System offered the best solution.”

Neil Burrows continued, “The

possibility of cold bridging from the

car park beneath was addressed by

the architects with 100mm high

density insulation being fitted by

MERO-SCHMIDLIN. The insulation

however must not be compressed by

any flexing (deflection) of the sub-

floor and [the company] carried out

extensive levels of testing on this

issue. In order to avoid any

installation, product performance

conflicts with regard to warranty, the

main contractors were very keen for

one company to complete the whole

package and [we] were very happy to

be able to meet the challenge.”

VENTILATION
Having dealt with the cold-bridging,

the void beneath the flooring was

again implemented as a substantial

component of the BREEAM

aspirations. With modern building

design the trend has long been

against the use of air conditioning

with a preference in using Natural

Ventilation. This development makes

full use of the many benefits

RATED BREEAM OUTSTANDING

Karen Gravestock, Director of People & Place and coordinator of the
LPC Project said: “We are really thrilled to have reached the highest
level in the BREEAM certification process. We set out to exceed the
85% pass mark for “Outstanding” so to achieve a score of over 90% is
simply brilliant. The LPC is an inspiring building; it’s great place to
work and to visit. I would like to thank all our partners who have
worked with us to achieve this award, in particular Hopkins Architects
and Willmott Dixon.”

Natural light and ventilation
feature throughout the building

Recycled steel pedestals support the floor surface
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